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October Technical Meeting
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2008

	 LOCATION:	 THE EAGLE’S NEST EVENT CENTER
	 	 EAGLE GLEN GOLF COURSE
	 	 U.S. 30 AND STATE ROAD 205
	 	 COLUMBIA CITY, INDIANA

	GUEST SPEAKER:	 MIKE VAN LEIRSBURG
		  AMERICAN COLLOID COMPANY
	 	 SAND SYSTEM CONTROL	

	 TIME:	 MEET & GREET...................5:30 to 6:00
	 	 DINNER................................6:00 to 6:45
	 	 PROGRAM...........................6:45 to 8:00

	 COST:	 $20.00 Buffet
	 	 $15.00 Student Cost	 	

	 RESERVATIONS:	 PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS
	 	 BY CALLING OR E-MAILING BEFORE
	 	 12:00 NOON ON THURSDAY,
	 	 October 16, 2008.

				  
		�  IF YOU MAKE A RESERVATION, PLEASE PLAN 

ON ATTENDING. ALL RESERVATIONS WILL BE 
INVOICED WHETHER YOU ATTEND OR NOT.

	 	 �AN ADDITIONAL COST OF $2.00 WILL BE 
CHARGED AT THE DOOR FOR PARTICIPANTS 
WHO DO NOT CALL AHEAD.

	 CONTACT:	 rsvp@afsnein.org
		  BILL GARTLAND
	 	 (765) 662-2525, Ext. 103

Let’s Support our local A.F.S. Chapter...
It’s here to support you when you need it!!!

Visit us at www.afsnein.org
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	 Serving the Metalcasting Industry

Chairman’s Chat
Now is the time…
Have you ever thought of being more active in promoting your career path? Do you realize that peer 
involvement with our Northeast Indiana AFS Chapter is not only fun, but will definitely increase your 
Foundry IQ? It’s true! You’ll be the better for it. Go ahead ... be active and engaged and see what’s in 
store! Please plan on attending our October 20th Meeting.

Thank you to all of you who came to support our local chapter, network, and hear Timothy Dorn of 
Applied Process and the informative technical discussion on Austempering Technology for Ductile Iron 
and its’ resulting ‘ausferrite’ microstructures and mechanical properties. Special thanks go out to Craig 

Hammitt and ABP Induction who stepped up to sponsor our meeting when severe weather sidelined Cold Jet dry ice blasting. Please 
be sure to keep them, and all of our Chapter sponsors, in mind when you have opportunities. Looking forward, be sure to read this 
month’s program introductions of American Colloid Company who will be our Technical Speaker, and Diversified Pattern who will be 
our meeting sponsor; it is really looking to be another great October meeting.

This month we are celebrating the presentation of Foundry Education Foundation scholarships: the James M. Cartwright Memorial 
Scholarship to Justin Norris of Purdue University, and the Northeast Indiana AFS Scholarships to Zack Borton and Jeremy Hogan 
of Trine University (formerly Tri-State). It is also Past Chairman’s Night, which is always a fun and entertaining gathering on its own.  
Please take advantage of the opportunity to come out, have fun, and ‘pick the brains’ of several experienced leaders, and future 	
leaders of our Foundry Industry.  

In today’s competitive global arena, it is very important that the Foundry Industry improve our leadership skills (along with our 	
technical abilities, and pricing). To help foundries achieve one of these goals, our chapter is hosting the Foundry Leadership Skills 
Workshop offered by CMI at the Eagle’s Nest in Columbia City on November 17-18th. Look for further information on our website, 	
and please register early; this is an excellent opportunity for all of us to learn more about, and further improve upon, the skills of 	
effective leadership in the foundry.

Your continued attendance and support is important and vital to the success of the Chapter. Please email or call your meeting 	
RSVP to Bill Gartland at rsvp@afsnein.org, or via our website www.afsnein.org, or at (765) 662-2525, ext. 103. Thank you to all who 
come out and support our Chapter.

	
	 Chuck Leonard
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2004-2005	 Todd Yarde
2005-2006	 Ernie Benion
2006-2007	 Brett Fisher
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TECHNICAL SPEAKER

Larry Smith – Retired, Ford Motor Co., Dearborn, Michigan
Management & Applying SPC in the Foundry

Are you tired of poor quality, equipment downtime, and inconsistent productivity in your

operations?  Come hear the condensed management overview of the valuable two-day NEI

chapter sponsored CMI course taught on January 21-22.  Hear about the techniques taught in the

course:  how to control foundry related processes to increase process efficiency, improve casting

quality, and increase profits.  Come hear how to overcome the typical pitfalls in using SPC in

foundry applications.

COMPANY OF THE MONTH

Jack Lesser – Ervin Industries Inc.
Sales Engineer

Ervin Industries is a family-owned company serving the metalworking industry for more than 85

years.  With a corporate vision for continuous improvement and a commitment to strategic

breakthroughs in abrasive applications, materials, and new technologies – Ervin Industries is the

world leader in the blast cleaning and shot peening industries.

Jack Lesser has been with Ervin Industries for over 32 years, and is currently Sales Engineer

working out of his Martinsville, Indiana office.  With corporate offices located in Ann Arbor,

Michigan, Ervin Industries has plant locations in Adrian, Michigan; Butler, Pennsylvania; and

oversees.  By helping companies become better at what they do, Ervin Industries became better at

what they do.  Their main focus is on the quality fabrication and use of cast steel and stainless

shot and grit abrasives; as blast cleaning medium, peening applications, cutting medium, and

texturizing surface finishes.

Northeast Indiana Chapter of AFS welcomes Ervin Industries and Jack Lesser as our January

2008 “Company of the Month.”

3893 Research Park Dr.

Ann Arbor, MI  48108

(800) 748-0055
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For ferrous and non-ferrous heat
treating, we get it right the first time.
How has Alfe become one of the nation’s fastest growing
heat treaters? By making sure that everything we do
exceeds customer expectations.

8 locations in Indiana, Michigan,
North Carolina and Ohio to serve you.

1-888-747-ALFE (2533)
Fax: 260-747-9672
www.al-fe.com

Columbia City & Wabash, Indiana ISO/TS 16949
REGISTERED



Technical Speaker
Mike Van Leirsburg

American Colloid Company 
Arlington Heights, Illinois

Sand System Control

Mike Van Leirsburg will be giving an informative 	
presentation on Sand System Control. The presentation 
will address all aspects of Sand System Control including 
subsystems, consistency in process, establishing control 
points, monitoring and measuring effects, and interpreta-
tion of data.

Mike Van Leirsburg spent twenty-four years in foundry 
management before moving to American Colloid Company 
in 1997.  

Since joining American Colloid Company, Mike has per-
formed various functions, but his primary role has been as 
Technical Sales Manager.  In that position, he has traveled 
extensively while working with foundries to improve both 
materials application and foundry processes.  

Mike lives in Mukwonago, Wisconsin where he and his wife 
have made their home for the past thirty years.

1500 West Shure Drive
Arlington Heights, Illinois 60004
Phone: 847-392-4600 • www.colloid.com

Company of the Month
Diversified Pattern &

Engineering Company, Inc.
Avilla, Indiana

Diversified Pattern is located in Avilla, Indiana and was 	
established in 1976. Since then, Diversified Pattern has 
succeeded in providing quality, precision patterns for its 
customers. From the modest beginning of two employees 
in a small wood shop, it has developed into a full-service 
facility with approximately 25 full-time employees, most 
with 10 to 20 years of experience in the industry.

Today, Diversified Pattern is equipped to meet the varied 
needs of customers throughout the world. Ninety-five per-
cent of the tooling the company makes is 100% machined 
aluminum, iron, tool steel and stainless steel. Diversified 
Pattern is committed to providing quality tooling to meet 
ever-changing needs of all our customers. Our goal is to 
maintain the highest possible standards of excellence both 
in workmanship and customer service. In its continuing 
quest for innovative ways to serve, the company not only 
makes customer service a top priority, but also thrives as a 
leader in efficiency and innovation.

Backed by the strength of its owner’s commitment, 	
Diversified Pattern’s experienced and skilled engineering 
team delivers custom design and manufacturing with the 
workmanship that its customers need to survive in today’s 
ever-changing market.

100 Progress Way • P.O. Box 230
Avilla, Indiana 46710
Phone: 260-897-3771 • jparker@diversifiedpatttern.com



SERVING THE METALCASTING INDUSTRY

CHAIRMAN’S CHAT

I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday season and a Happy New Year.
Welcome to 2008!  I hope that everyone made a New Year’s resolution to
attend all the upcoming AFS meetings.  It’s much easier than losing weight!

We have our next meeting scheduled for January 21st at the Eagles Nest.
This meeting is also our annual Management Night.  We hope to see
management represented from all the foundries and suppliers in the chapter.
As management, this is also an opportunity to tell the chapter what you
would like to see for meeting topics next year that would interest your
foundry and employees.

Also, do not forget to attend “Ladies Night” on February 2n d at the Fort
Wayne Marriott.  This is a great event. The band “Borrowed Time” keeps
everyone entertained all evening.  Your spouse or significant other will not be
disappointed.  Look for the insert in this newsletter or please feel free to
contact Tim Ryman, Jeremy Kaiser or any one of the board members.

Your attendance is important and vital to the success of the chapter. Please make your reservations with
Bill Gartland at (765) 662-2525, Ext. 103, via email rsvp@afsnein.org, or via our website
www.afsnein.org.

Mark C. Hoffman

PAST CHAIRMEN

1980–1981 David Kunkel

1981–1982 Jim Lee

1982–1983 Jim Robinson

1983–1984 Tom West

1984–1985 Mike Tremaine

1985–1986 Jim Gartland

1986–1987 Bruce Bammann

1987–1988 Carl Peak

1988–1989 Paul L. Barker, Jr.

1989–1990 Richard L. Meyer

1990–1991 Don L. Roberts

1991–1992 David A. Schmidt

1992–1993 Curtis French

1993–1994 Larry E. Snell

1994–1995 H. Wayne Fitt

1995–1996 Kevin E. Steele

1996–1997 Gene Matter

1997–1998 Myron L. Sites

1998–1999 Brian D. Diehl

1999–2000 Julie J. McCormick

2000–2001 Gene Russell

2001–2002 Bill Sale

2002–2003 Derek E. Craig
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Mark C. Hoffman, Chapter Chairman

2008 DECEMBER MEETING

Technical Speaker David White of The Schaefer Group with
AFS Board Member Chuck Leonard

November Company of the Month representative John Kuhn
of Rimrock with AFS Board Member Boyd Wear

NEIAFS President Chuck Leonard with  
Company of the Month representative  
Craig Hammitt of ABP Induction.

2008 September Meeting

AFS meeting at the  Eagle’s Nest, Columbia City, IN.  

Technical Speaker Tim Dorn with AFS Board  
Member & Program Director, Boyd Wear. 



Larry Snell
Mark Hinkel
Bill Marvel

MILLER
AND COMPANY

DALTON CORPORATION
Quality Gray Iron Castings & Machining

General Office
3755 Lake City Highway
Post Office Box 230
Warsaw, Indiana, 46581-0230

phone: 574-371-5215
fax: 574-371-5201

Ohio Valley Precision

_ Precision Tooling, Patterns, & Molds
_

_ CAD / CAM / CNC / EDM _

42 Doughty Road
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025

ohiovp@comcast.net

www.ohiovp.com

Ph: 812-539-3687

Fax: 812-539-2687

If you wish to sponsor AFS
in any one of the open spaces,

please contact Mike Roselle
mike@coretech1.com

(260) 748-4477
Fax: (260) 748-4478

If you wish to sponsor AFS
in any one of the open spaces,

please contact Mike Roselle
mike@coretech1.com

(260) 748-4477
Fax: (260) 748-4478

Mike Reesman
mreesman@milerandco.com

1-219-670-1975




